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Recent spread of highly pathogenic 
avian influenza to/among wild birds

x

x

Influenza A viruses of the H5 or H7 subtype may 
develop high pathogenicity in gallinaceous poultry.

x

In relatively rare instances, highly pathogenic influenza A viruses
spillback from domestic poultry into wild birds, causing disease.  
Asymptomatic infections may also occur, facilitating further spread.



Mortality in wild birds can be 
significant



Current outbreak of HPAI in North 
America wild birds and poultry

***Summary at state/province level; last updated 14 March 2022***

Wild bird detection

Domestic poultry detection

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/spotlights/2021-2022/bird-flu-poses-low-risk-public.htm

https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/jwmg.22171



Contacts in Alaska
To report dead or dying wild birds: 
AK_MBM@FWS.GOV, 1-866-527-3358

Robb Kaler
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
robert_kaler@fws.gov
509-701-7893

Dr. Robert Gerlach
Alaska Department of Environmental 
Conservation bob.gerlach@alaska.gov
907-375-8214 

Andy Ramey
U.S. Geological Survey Alaska Science Center 
aramey@usgs.gov
907-786-7174
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