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2020 ALASKA SEABIRD UPDATE

USFWS offshore surveys

* Typically >20,000 km/year of offshore transects
* Most 2020 research/monitoring cruises cancelled due to Covid-19

AMNWR, UAF, USGS Colony-based research & monitoring cancelled
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In recent years, some species declined in the Bering Sea, others increased
(Based on at-sea surveys, 2007-2019)

Diving piscivores, Chirikov Basin Diving planktivores, Chirikov Basin
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Least auklet (planktivore)

Mostly northward shifts in distribution of seabirds during 2017-2019
Increases (reds) vs Decreases (blues)
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Alaska Seabird Die-offs: 2015 to Present

May 2015-June 2016: Gulf of Alaska Common Murres

/\ May-Oct 2019: Bering/Chukchi, East Aleutians &
( \ Bristol Bay Shearwaters, Murres, Puffins, Auklets

Oct-Nov 2016: St. Paul Island Puffins & Auklets
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Jun-Sep 2017: Bering/Chukchi

Fulmars & Shearwaters May-Oct: Bering/Chukchi & East Aleutians
Puffins, Murres, Kittiwakes

May-Aug 2018: Bering/Chukchi, St. Paul, Utgiagvik,
Lower Cook Inlet Murres, Fulmars, Shearwaters,
Puffins, Auklets
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- From May to October 2020, >330 seabird
carcasses were reported in Alaska

- 2020 die-off was smaller than die-offs in
summers 2017-2019

- Birds examined from St. Lawrence Island in
June were emaciated, however, the cause of
death was also associated with a non

petroleum oil (vegetable, fish, or cooking oil)

- The U.S. Geological Survey National Wildlife
Health Center examined 18 carcasses, all were
emaciated and tested negative for Avian
Influenza.

- USGS harmful algal bloom lab (USGS):
52 samples from 18 of 21 carcasses tested for
STX with no detectable levels.
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ALASKA SEABIRD MORTALITY EVENTS 2017-2020
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Contact Info

USFWS Migratory Birds Management, Seabird Program

Robb Kaler robert_kaler@fws.gov




